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PILLOWMAN 

- continued, from page 8 -— 

As a writer, Katurian has conceived several 
dark stories which often depict violence toward 
children. Since crimes very similar to his stories 
have been reenacted in real-life, the detectives, 
Tupolski and Ariel, suspect him to be the 
culprit. 

Having to assume the role of the main 
character, Treadway must realize which aspects 
of his role with which he identifies. 

“I feel connected tp this character, but 
really, I don’t have anything in common with 
him. I can identify with his perseverance,” 
said Treadway. “Since this horrible childhood, 
he was able to save his brother, he got a job, 
he kept up his writing, he was able to keep 
going... He’s also kind of brave, which I think 
most people won’t really realize during the 
show because they’ll be too bogged down by all 
the other things he’s been through.” 

After three weeks of rehearsals, Trey has 
grown to understand' Katurian not only as 
someone he can pretend to be, but someone 
who he wishes to meet. 

“If I could meet him earlier, like, before 
the play happens, I would tell him, write your 
stories, take care of your brother. I would give 
him warnings, just so he could avoid all of this 
and have a better chance to just succeed,” said 
Treadway. 

The audience learns that Katurian’s older 
brother, Michal, whose character is assumed 
by Walker Delk, is also a suspect in the 
investigation. 

“The biggest question I’ve had doing 


this is, well what would I have done in his 
circumstance?” said Delk. 

Throughout the story, it’s clear that 
Katurian and Michal grew up with severely 
different childhoods. Although Michal’s exact 
age is never revealed, Delk considers the mental 
age of his character to be no more than that of 
an eight-year-old. 

“He’s such an interesting character because 
you cannot truly lock down what he’s thinking. 
He’s so scatter-brained,” said Delk. “He’s got 
this childlike energy and vigor and playfulness, 
but at the same time, there are moments of 
when he gets into spirals of depression, those 
spirals of realizing what his fife truly is. He is 
not in anyway handicapped to where he can’t 
do something. I truly believe Michal can do 
whatever he sets his mind to.” 

Though, due to his mental handicap, 
Michal finds it difficult to grasp reality, and 
thus receives mostly sympathy from Walker. 

“Honesdy, if I could see Michal, I would 
love to read the story to him, and let him see 
his experience of it,” said Delk. 

Though the mental maturity between 
Delk and his role are quite distant, he has still 
found mutual characteristics. 

“In that regard, I wish I was like him, I 
feel like there are times where I could have a 
positive view on the world. I think the thing 
that me and Michal have in common the most, 
is when we don’t understand something, we 
get sad. Instead of normal people, when they 
get confused, they get angry, me and Michal 


definitely share the ability that we don’t 
understand something,” said Delk. 

Interrogating the brothers are two cogent 
detectives. 

The lead detective, Tupolski, depicted 
by Gerardo Carreon, uses manipulation and 
cunning tricks to get what he wants, with no 
regard for the feelings of those around him. 

“I feel like he’s sort of angry to the world 
somehow, because of things that had happened 
to him before,” said Carreon. “So he has 
become really cold when it comes to feelings 
and all that stuff. Like, if a dog died in front of 
him, he’d just keep walking. He doesn’t care for 
anybody else but himself.” 

The second detective, Ariel, portrayed 
by Ashton Eichelman, is a physically driven, 
aggressive character. 

“I love Ariel. She is so aggressive. Her 
anger and her instinct to use her fists to solve 
problems are immediately prevalent, but she’s 
just so beautifully dark in the most twisted way. 
You get to see that, in the end,” said Eichelman. 

Originally written as a male character, 
Ariel is a new but exciting character for Ashton 
to step into. 

“I just love how pure her emotions are, 
whether they’re crazy, high, low, out, in- she’s 
just, she’s so pure in what she feels,” said 
Eichelman. “Whether it’s physical or verbally, 
she keeps trying to move things forward, 
move things forward. She’s the aggressor, and 
she wants to pummel Katurian ... The two 
detectives are very contrasting in the beginning 


and the end.” 

Like every character in the play, Ariel has 
a past such that it’s turned her into the cold, 
forceful personality depicted in the play. 

“I connect with her on a lot of levels, but 
we’ve had very, very, very different pasts,” said 
Eichelman. “Ariel’s past is what has shaped her. 
And though I can’t truly get into the mindset 
as to how her past has affected her, but I 
understand her passion.” 

Tupolski, in contrast, insists on keeping a 
faux face on, at the risk of revealing any faults. 

“He’s just trying to hold himself, all the 
time,” said Carreon. “He’s trying to pretend to 
be this tough guy, and he’s trying to be the best 
at what he does, and he’s always trying to get 
control of the stuff and the situations.” 

Carreon found his role to be the most like 
himself, compared to most of the character 
pairs. 

“As I was reading the character the first 
time, I felt like there was a lot of similarities 
with me and him.... It’s just the way he carries 
himself around. He’s very sarcastic, very funny. 
He doesn’t have a filter, he just says what he 
thinks. He plays mind tricks with all the other 
characters, and that’s not something I do a lot, 
I just do it for the fun of it,” said Carreon. “He’s 
not one of those people you just pass around. 
He comes and he impacts people. He’s the one 
who carries control of the play.” 

Due to the dark nature of the play, the 
director and cast members urge interested 
audience members not to bring their children. 


STARS 

- continued from page 15 ---- 

ASET’s attendance depends upon other projects since 
the group also does star parties for boy scouts, girl scouts, or 
church functions. 

Although Parsons said he normally tries to work with the 
planetarium to pick dates when there’s something bright for 
the audience to see, it doesn’t always work this way. Attendance 
at the star parties can be anywhere from 300 people to just 15. 

“As we get closer to December, we’re going to start seeing 
the Orion Nebula, which is one of the largest and brightest 
nebulas you can actually see without a telescope,” said Parsons. 

With Mars and Saturn setting later, Parsons added that 
there might come a time when people aren’t able to see either 
of them. Fortunately, this will not limit what the audience 
will see. 

.“We can still look at planets, a few galaxies as they come 
into view, and a couple star clusters,” said Parsons. “I do try to 
pick some nights where we have some partial moon in the sky 
and people can actually look at the moon in, hopefully, a way 


they have never seen before.” 

The first star party will begin at 7 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 
1 at the TJC science center located at 1411 E. Lake St., on 
the main campus. Admission is free for both students and 
the public. 

Parsons’ passion for astronomy comes from his 
childhood, where he grew up watching Star Trek and Star 
Wars. 

“Being the child of two nerds, I’ve always had a passion 
for astronomy but as far as teaching goes, I decided I 
enjoyed teaching when I was in high school,” said Parsons. 
“In my mathematics class, the teacher would teach for a 
while, break us up to do homework and she would be on 
one side of the class trying to solve problems while I’d be 
on the other side of the class helping solve problems too.” 

For more information on TJC science center 
events, go to tjc.edu/cesse or facebook.com/ 
TJCCenterforEarthandSpaceScience. 



Photo by Marshall Cearfoss 
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Treadway (left) and Wgiker Delk 
(right) practice their roles as 
........ tutunan and IVhehetl- 




















_ Page 3 

September 23 - October 6, 2016 


Students aren’t informed 
of shooting on campus 


Julia Contarelli 

Editor-in-Chief 

Campus officials did not inform students 
about a shooting on Campus on Monday, Sept. 
12, a possible violation of the Clery Act. 

According to the Clery Act, an institution 
is required to give timely warnings of crimes 
that represent a threat to the safety of students 
or employees. It was named after Jeanne Clery, 
a 19-year-old college freshman who was raped 
and murdered in her Lehigh University campus 
residence hall in 1986. The unreported crimes 
on numerous campuses across the country led 
to the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus 
Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics 
Act. 

“There are rules on alerts, we are, aware of 
that,” said Kimberly Lessner, executive director 
of Marketing, Media and Communications. 

The colleges obligation to send out a 
warnings depends on its judgement of the case 
being an ongoing threat to safety. 


“Even if you are shooting into the 
air, the bullets got to come down. It 
is dangerous.” 

-Mackenzie King 

Apache Chief and Student Senate 


“Even if you are shooting into the air, the 
bullets got to come down. It is dangerous,” said 
Mackenzie King, Apache Chief and Student 
Senate Public Relations officer. 

The Clery Act requires colleges to send 


a text, an email or other comparable alert to 
anyone who might be in the zone of risk, which 
could be anyone on campus. 

According to Lessner, Campus Police are 
the ones responsible for alerting the students in 
this situation. They were the ones who decided 
that the Deadly Conduct case of a shooting on 
campus was not an imminent threat. 

ATJC Press release issued at 3:47 p.m. on 
Wednesday, said the following: 

“The incident involved unidentified male 
subjects coming to campus to confront a 
TJC student outside of a residence hall. TJC 
Campus Police responded immediately to the 
scene, secured the scene and also called Tyler 
Police to respond. The unidentified subjects 
fled the scene and TJC Campus Police made a 
determination that this was an incident isolated 
to a dispute initially involving a few individuals, 
male subjects and a female subject, and that the 
incident did not pose an immediate threat to 
students throughout the campus.” 

RAs told everyone to stay inside the dorms. 

“It was an official lockdown. Our RAs 
were basically telling us it was closed,” said 
sophomore resident, Anthony Green. 

A group of students were outside of Rogers 
Student Center beating the drum for the TJC 
drumbeat tradition at the time. 

“I stopped beating the drum as soon as I 
heard it, because I knew exactly what it was,” 
said Isis Bradley, TJC student. 

Students also tweeted about it. 

The Department of Education has the 
authority to fine colleges that fail to issue 
timely warnings and has done so several times 
in the recent past. 

Timeline of story on pages 10-11. 


JEANNE CLERY ACT 


Named after Jeanne Clery, a 19-year-old college freshman who was raped 
and murdered in her Lehigh University campus residence hall in 1986, 


An institution is required to give timely warnings of crimes that represent 
a threat to the safety of students or employees. 
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Opinion 



EDITORIAL CARTOON BY ANDRES IGNACIO 


Majority of Americans only see two political parties 


Column 



Alex Dickson 

Staff Writer 


Some Americans think that this 
election is too polarized, and would 
prefer not to vote. However, the two- 
party system has perpetuated the idea 
that there are only two options. 

The current system has only been 
made worse over time like a glass of milk 
that has sat out in the sun all day. 

The two-party ideology is that 
there are only two political parties: The 
Democratic Party and The Republican 
Party. This has created the extreme 
polarization that we observe today. 

The 2016 election has everyone 
concerned for various reasons. 

The polarization effect felt in the 
2016 election has been growing over 
time and has only gotten increasingly 
worse by the comments made by both 
parties throughout the years. 

However, the clash between the 
candidates in this particular election has 
been heated, as well as, over small issues 
not directly related to American citizens. 


The other issue is the two-party 
system itself. 

Most people do not know how 
many parties there are. Some individuals 
think it is a waste of a ballot to vote for 
anything outside of the two parties. This 
ideology is especially apparent in this 
election. 

Not only does this election 
perpetuate the fear of a wasted vote, 
but in addition furthers the ability of 
the two-party system to hinder the 
democratic process. 

The majority of Americans can 
name the two major political parties, 
however, only a small portion can name 
up to five of the major parties. 

In this election, we have heard more 
about the Libertarian and Green Party 
comparatively to other previous elections. 
While to some this could seem like 


— seeVO\Ali\QS page 5 — 


Hillary Clinton's 
health is not a 
laughing matter 


Edito ria 


In recent news, the state of Hillary Clintons 
health has come to question. Some say it’s pneumonia 
(Clintons doctor says so), while others claim it’s 
seizures, cancer or simply old age. 

No matter what she is actually going through, 
one thing is blatantly clear: she isn’t doing well. 

Throughout this whole debacle, the most 
worrying part has not necessarily been her health, 
but the way which people have reacted. 

Although many have shown sympathy, some 
have used it as a means of making fun of her or 
claiming that she is unfit to be Commander in Chief. 

Regardless of your political views, someone’s 
well-being is not grounds to make fun. 

In astonishing fashion, even Donald Trump 
himself has shown an unusual amount of restraint 
when asked about Hillarys health. 

“The coughing fit was a week ago, so I assume 
that was pneumonia also. I would think it would’ve 
been. So, something’s going on, but I hope she gets 
well and gets back on the trail. And we'll be seeing 
her at the debate.” 

If Trump himself is showing sympathy on a scale 
such as this, maybe some people should reconsider 
how they’re reacting to her health record. 

Someone’s health is not going to change their 
beliefs or values. They’re still the same person. If 
you choose to condemn someone, do so for their 
choices, which they have willingly made. Health isn’t 
something you choose to lose. 

Before speaking badly about Hillary’s health, ask 
yourself how you would react if, instead of Hillary, a 
close relative of your own fainted. 

Remember, everyone has someone who cares, 
and if the worst happens, who mourns. 


The DrumBeat 
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Id rather watch paint dry than have to deal with tlBnkWi-Fi 


Column 



Jesse Drabek 

Staff Writer 


I’d rather watch paint dry than have to deal 
with this Wi-Fi. 

Paint would even dry faster. The internet 
is supposed to be an amazing, life-changing 
necessity for college, but thats just not the case 
for mostTJC students. 

Waking up to a string of expletives isn’t 
exactly how I was expecting my break between 
classes to go. It’s a tragedy that naps are 
increasingly hard to come by these days. My 
roommate, Brandon Torres, was at it again, 
swearing and cussing up a storm about the 
campus internet, specifically Crossroads Hall’s 
network. The depressing state of the school 
Wi-Fi seems to be on everyone’s bps lately and 
the topic comes iq>attlfeaaBSttoonce a day. 

“You know the dudes next door use a hotspot 
to play video games?” Brandon asked me when 
he so rudely interrupted my sleep. “It’s insane. 


He literally loads up his phone’s mobile hotspot 
and plays his video games off of that internet. 
Crossroads’Wi-Fi can’t handle it.” 

I was kind of curious about how effective 
that could actually be, so I (decided to ghre it a 
go myself. 

I hooked my Playstation4 into my phone’s 
hot spot and measured the internet speed using 
a fancy little built-in app. Then, I did the same 
thing with the Crossroads Wi-Fi. The results 
took away any hope that I might have had in my 
dark, boring life. The dorm internet clocked in 
at about 873 kilobytes per second. The hot spot 
internet was measured at about 14 megabytes per 
second. For those of you that don’t speak nerd, 
megabytes are way, way faster than kilobytes. This 
issue might not be so pressing if it didn’t affect 
scholarly pursuits as well. 

“The worst was when I was doing this online 


test for macroeconomics,” Brandon continued, 
nearing the end of his tirade. “I was maybe a little 
over halfway done, right? Then, before I know it, 
I get kicked off the servers or something. It takes 
me like 15 minutes to get reconnected to the 
internet and when I load the quiz back up, it had 
set me back more than a few questions.” 

It’s a little more than ridiculous that 
people can’t even take a test or load a PDF file 
in the middle of class, let alone their own dorm 
room. It’s a miracle that anything at all is being 
accomplished with this corpse-like internet 
speed. By the time a page loads in the middle 
of class, the professor has moved on and the 
unlucky student is left behind in the lecture. 

If something isn’t done, the whole campus is 
going to be left behind, the never-ending march 
of technology and progress stomping us into the 
dust. 


POLITICS 

- continued Jrom flnge 4 


a step away from the traditional two-party 
system, it is the complete opposite from 
progression. 

The interesting spike in voter projected 
turnout for these two specific third-party 
political platforms is simply because citizens 
are feeling like they should not have to pick 
between two radically polarized candidates 
whom they do not agree width. 

Even with a small portion of the 
population knowing who Libertarian 
candidate Gary Johnson and Green Party 
candidate Jill Stein are, the reasons are 
completely aanbitrary. 

Stein became more of a factor in the 
coming weeks leading up to the Democratic 
National Convention due to the fact that 
many Bernie Sanders fans were appalled 
with Senator Sanders’ concession to Hillary 
Clinton in an effort ttonitiitiie^WEr tpar 

Johnson, on the other hand was involved 
in media coverage very early on in the 
election propaganda for the sole reason of 
Donald J. Trump. 

While this could very well be new 
information to multiple individuals, a very 
minimal group of American citizens can tell 
you that there are over six other nationally 
recognized political parties such as: The 
Constitution Party of the U.S., Independent 
Party, Party of Socialism and Liberation, 
Reform Party USA, the Socialist Party 


USA, Socialist Workers Party, and even 
independent candidates who run on their 
own accord. 

It is shocking how little the American 
population, especially our college students 
know about who is running for the presidency. 
With many options to choose from, the 
argument that picking the lesser of two evils 
is thfoenly crute should vne be dea 

The two-party system has become 
extremely .polarized, and has blinded 
Americans to what really matters. There have 
been many debates between Republicans 
and Democrats alike, but while the media 
has done a fair job on covering the two 
major parties, it has completely failed when 
looking at the grand scheme of educating the 
population on all the candidates and their 
stances on the issues. 

Ultimately, the two-party system is 
going to destroy America from the inside out. 

The two-party ideology has created 
disunity among the United States, bat even 
within the political platforms themselves. 
The polarization effect is merely a result of 
the failed system in the status quo. 

In order to have the ability to progress as 
a nation and as a society we will have to unify 
and get rid of the two-party system. Though 
this seems like a drastic change, it is a long 
past due upgrade. As a nation, we need to be 
better than spoiled milk. 
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News 


No injuries or arrests made at shooting by Sledge hall 

Ongoing investigation by Campus Police, assisted by Tyler PD 




Julia Contarelli 

Editor-in-Chief 

Police responded to a disturbance at 11:42 p.m. Monday, 
Sept. 12, at Sledge Hall. The next morning, students were 
talking about the shooting. 

“I saw people running inside, and I asked what was wrong? 
They told me people were shooting outside,” said Mackenzie 
King, Apache Chief and Student Senate Public Relations 
officer. 


“It was just a word of mouth throughout the 
campus. I mean, like, everyone knew about it 
at the dorms. It was student to student.” 

-Anthony Green 
Sophomore student 


“It was just a word of mouth throughout the campus. I 
mean, like, everyone knew about it at the dorms. It was student 
to student,” said sophomore student, Anthony Green. 

Campus Police on Tuesday Sept. 13, would not confirm 
that a shooting took place, and said the police report wouldn’t 
be available until Wednesday. All questions were directed to 
Kimberly Lessner, executive director of Marketing, Media and 
Communications. 

“Nobody was arrested... nobody was injured,” said Lessner 
via phone at 5:33 p.m. on Tuesday. 

However, students who live around Sledge reported 
worried friends calling to ask if they were okay. 

“Why would somebody do something like that? You are 
putting people in danger,” said King. “Even if you are shooting 
into the air, the bullets got to come down, it is dangerous.” 

The Campus Police Report of the Deadly Conduct case 
was only released on Wednesday, Sept. 14. 

According to the TJC crime log, “Campus Police 
responded to Sledge regarding a disturbance, reported by hall 
staff, involving a TJC resident student and other unidentified 
male subjects. Investigation continues.” 

The weapon involved in the deadly conduct incident on 
TJC’s campus was a .40 caliber Smith & Wesson. 

Tyler Police Department Crime Scene officers and 
Campus Police were at the right side of Sledge Hall 
investigating a bullet hole in the air conditioning unit on 
Wednesday at 10:30 a.m. 

Although Tyler PD is investigating, Public Information 


Officer Don Martin said this is not their case. TJC campus 
police are in charge. 

A TJC press release issued at 3:47 p.m. on Wednesday, 
said the following: 

“TJC Campus Police are conducting an investigation 
regarding shots fired on campus Monday evening at 11:42 
p.m. The incident involved unidentified male subjects 
coming to campus to confront a TJC student outside of a 
residence hall. TJC Campus Police responded immediately 
to the scene, secured the scene and also called Tyler Police 
to respond. The unidentified subjects fled the scene and 
TJC Campus Police made a determination that this was 
an incident isolated to a dispute initially involving a few 
individuals, male subjects and a female subject, and that 
the incident did not pose an immediate threat to students 
throughout the campus. There were no injuries. Safety is 
of paramount concern to TJC and the College has zero 
tolerance for any behavior which violates school policies and 
criminal behavior. While it is still an ongoing investigation, 
TJC has taken immediate action to suspend students 
involved in the incident. Following further investigation, 
TJC will pursue all available actions including enforcement 
of any violations of school rules and policies as well as full 
prosecution of any criminal behavior.” 

As of press time, students and faculty nine days later 
have still not been notified of the deadly conduct case. 
And the students who were suspended have their identity 
protect due the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act 
(FERPA). 


Photo by Julia Contarelli 

CAMPUS POLICE OFFICER On top of airconditioner with 
a bullet hole, is TJC campus police officer taking notes. 


CAMPUS POLICE AND TYLER POLICE DEPARTMENT Both agencies assist on investigation of shooting near Sledge 
Hall on Sept. 13, Tuesday morning. 


Photo by Julia Contarelli 
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Former TJC students victims of double homicide 


Bodies were found outside Club Ice with multiple gunshot wounds 


Austin Hall 

Staff Writer 

Two former TJC students were murdered 
on Sept. 18 at Club Ice, a club popular among 
TJC students 

The victims were Aisha McGee, 25, and 
Steven Smith Jr., 30. Smith attended TJC last 
Spring and also wasegulir at the BSM. 

Gunshots were heard at approximately 
2:44 a.m. on Sunday. Security found bodies 
outside Club Ice with multiple gunshot wounds. 

Both of the victims were regulars at the 

club. 

“They come to the club every other 
weekend if not every weekend,” said Club Ice 
security guard Kemerick Luster. 

Luster said two altercations occurred that 


night shortly before the shootings. 

At press time, the investigation is ongoing 
and there are no arrests regarding the case. 

“They don’t know who actually killed them, 
but they do have people in mind,” said Luster. 


“They don’t know who actualy 
killed them, but they do hare 

people in mind.” 


-Randy Melton 

Chief of Campus Police 



Facebook photos 


VICTIMS OF HOMICIDE Former TJC students, Steven Smith Jr. and Aisha McGee 
found dead outside a nightclub in Tyler. 
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Arts 


Theater department presents ‘The Pillowman’ play 

Drama debuting at Jean Browne to start 2016-2017 production season 


By Marshall Cearfoss 

Managing Editor 

In a world with a totalitarian 
government, Katurian, a dark-fiction 
writer, is being interrogated by two 
determined detectives. This is all the 
audience knows during the opening 
act for TJC’s first fall 2016 main- 
stage play, The Pillowman. 

“In Katurian’s mind, he’s in 
trouble for writing stories, short 
stories,” said director Jacob Davis. 
“He defends, he says he’s never done 
anything wrong, yet we find out that 
his stories are parallel to some child 
murders that have gone on.” 

Davis is orchestrating this 
intense performance to open TJC’s 
2016-2017 theatrical season. The play, 
with a main cast entirely of sophomore 


students, will be performed on Oct. 
5-9, 7:30 p.m. Wednesday through 
Saturday and 2 p.m. on Sunday. 

“The big thing that’s kind of a 
common narrative is the fact of, what 
is art? Does art affect people?” said 
Davis. 

The story is based around 
the interrogation of Katurian, and 
his older, yet -mentally-challenged 
brother, Michal. 

“He thinks of himself as a good 
guy,” said Trey Treadway, speaking 
about his character, Katurian. “He’s 
always kind of been the hero in his 
life... He’s very confused about who 
he is. And he goes through a lot 
during this play. He comes to terms 
with all the big things that happened 
through his life.” 

— see PILLOWMAN page 18 — 



Photo by Marshall Cearfoss 

CONFRONTATION Things start to heat up between actors Trey Treadway (left) and Walker Delk (right) as 
the plot unravels. 


Tyler Civic Theatre invites TJC students to The Great Gatsby’ 



Photo by Rebecca Najera 


TENSION The tension builds as the actors (from left to 
right) Chris Fisher, Blake Rohus, Jonathan Dickson and 
Sara England begin to expose well-kept secrets. 


By Rebecca Najera 

Arts Editor 

Since the construction of the original Tyler Civic Theater 
was completed in 1949, the theater has had 68 consecutive 
seasons of shows, making it one of the oldest theaters in the 
round in North America. Auditions are open to people inside 
and outside the Tyler community, including TJC students. 

Sophomore Chris Fisher will be starring in the theater’s 
upcoming production of The Great Gatsby. 

“I have been cast as Nick, which is the narrator. It’s a really 
cool endeavor. This is one of my biggest roles I’ve ever done at 
Tyler Civic,” said Fisher. 

The play is an adaptation of the literary classic by F. Scott 
Fitzgerald, taking place during the Roaring ‘20’s. 

“I like the complexity of each character,” said choreographer 
for the production, Rachael Dickson. “The characters can seem 
somewhat shallow, but as you really listen to what they’re saying, 
there’s such deep meaning.” 

Dickson believes that the issues the characters were dealing 
with in the 1920s and overall themes provided by the play can 
still be applied to today. 

“It’s far enough removed from us that we can look at it 
and be like, ‘Oh my gosh, I can’t believe they thought that way.’ 
But then when we really look at it, that same “junk” that they’re 


dealing with is in us too, and [we] need to face that. It’s far 
enough removed from us that we can allow ourselves to see it, 
and then become uncomfortable and kinda change the way that 
we think,” said Dickson. 

Director of the production, DeAnna Hargrove was inspired 
to choose the play by her love for literature, period pieces, and 
set design. She believes that if TJC students were to attend the 
show, they may find that they are able to relate to some of the 
characters. The characters are just as old, or only a few years older 
than college students are. Like Dickson, Hargrove also believes 
students may find that what the characters are experiencing can 
be similar to experiences that they may have. After all, “A love 
story is always relatable,” said Hargrove. 

In the past, students may have watched one of the film 
adaptations or read the book, but Fisher feels that watching 
the story come to life in the theater is a completely different 
experience. 

“I think it’s awesome when brand new people come to a 
stage [performance] for the first time and just watch a show and 
get super excited about that kind of lifestyle and everything,” 
said Fisher. 

Now TJC students have the opportunity to experience that 
excitement at a cheaper cost. At the box office, all that’s required 
of the students is to mention this article and present a valid 
TJC ID. By doing this, students will be able to purchase a single 
ticket for $15, or 2 for $25. The show will run Oct. 14-23. 


*>■*> 
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Band is an exercise 


By Quanae Miller 

Staff Writer 

The sun is shining bright, beating down 
on the backs of determined students. Trumpets 
are blaring. The drum line along with the 
tubas are creating bass. The woodwinds 
are harmonizing the melodies together. 
Individuals are marching as one to create 
mesmerizing pictures. 

The Tyler Junior College band is currently 
performing a show that loosely tells the history 
of TJC from 1926 to the present. Two weeks 
before the start of school, they practiced every 
morning, afternoon and evening. Practices 
may vary between an hour to an hour-and-45- 
minutes. 

“We reset the show at least 10 times, but 
usually much more,” said Matthew O’Dea, a 
tuba player. 

According to a survey published on 
Reuters, 95 percent of college band members 
reported muscle soreness or stiffness after 
practice, and more than half experienced heat 
related illness. Halftime Mag reports marching 
musicians face many of the same physical 
demands as top-notch athletes, often with the 
same potential for injury. 

Studies show that marching band can be 
as strenuous as traditional sports. It also has 


the danger of acquiring injuries similar to that 
of a track athlete. 

O’Dea’s sousaphone weighs 20 pounds. 
He has to hold his it at a slight 90 degree angle 
for up to 20 minutes at a time. 

While he is holding his instrument, he 
has to march in unison, play his music, and 
move his feet correctly. 

O’Dea said that he also participates 
in an organization called Drum Corps 
Internationally (DCI). You move into dorms 
for two weeks to practice for competition. 
These young adults practice from 7 a.m. to 
almost midnight. 

“They are marching every single day and 
getting in more shape than they probably have 
ever been in their life,” said O’Dea. 

He found out that during his training 
in DCI he gained almost 15 pounds of pure 
muscle. He started the camp weighing 109 
pounds, but left weighing 124. He says he has 
gained strength in his legs, but mostly in his 
arms from carrying his instrument during long 
practices. 

Damien Waites plays the clarinet but 
performs with the color guard during marching 
season. He said that he has lost about 30 
pounds from when he started marching as 
a freshman in high school to a freshman in 
college. 



Photo by Rebecca Najera 

LOUD AND PROUD Band members stand up straight to warm up for the homecoming 
pregame performance Sept. 17. 
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Blair Witch: The beginner’s 
horror film 



Marshall Cearfoss 

Managing Editor 


As much hype as this movie 
received, either by itself or by its 
predecessor, it didn’t really live up to it. 
This movie, Blair Witch, follows a group 
of kind of old millennials in their quest 
to find a haunted house in the woods - a 
plot we’ve never seen before. (Hint: I’m 
being facetious.) 

Just like the original movie, this 
film is shot entirely from cameras that 
exist in the film. Which, although a little 
unoriginal, has its own appeal. You see, 
when a film, especially in horror, uses 
POV (point of view, for all you nerds) 
to depict a film, it creates a sense of 
vulnerability for the crowd. Instead of 
the audience simply watching a scene 
where someone else is getting their 
limbs torn apart by a witch doctor on her 
period, it makes the audience feel as if 
THEY are the ones getting their limbs 
torn apart by a witch do- alright, I won’t 
make that joke again. Anyway, in that 
sense, this movie receives a thumbs up 
from me, because it actually yanked me 


from reality and put me into the movie. 

And now for what I didn’t like. First 
off, here’s a little spoiler... The black guy 
goes first. I mean, filmmakers can do 
whatever they want, but the fact still 
remains that everyone jokes about the 
black guy dying first. My main complaint 
about it is that it’s become such a big 
joke, that it was kind of distracting from 
the plot of the film. No one during the 
production of this film thought it would 
be better to mix it up a little? 

The actual horror of the film ended 
up being pretty cheap. The scariest parts 
of the film were jump-scares... Which is 
a bad thing for a horror film. An agitated 
13-year-old with his dad’s camcorder 
and iMovie could make jump-scares. 
Aside from those, I really wasn’t 
impressed. I kept anticipating something 
truly terrifying to happen, but it would 
either be just another jump-scare or 
someone would violendy bend all the 
way backward or whatever. So typical. 

In conclusion, this was pretty much 
a normal horror movie. It had some 
redeeming factors, but it was mostly 
just a bunch of jump-scares mixed in 
with an absolute ton of heavy breathing. 
Although I wasn’t the biggest fan of 
it, you should go ahead and see it for 
yourself. But let’s be honest, your chances 
of seeing this film have not changed 
whatsoever by reading this review. 



























Monday - Sept. 12 


Tuesday - Sept. 13 Wednesday - Sept. V 




TYl f R J Uf°R COLLEGE, CAMPUS POLICE 

OFFENSE /incident 


CASE # 16-0613 


SLEDGE (1201 S BAXTER) 


DEADLY CONDUCT 


JOt-VMlUnr FACTORS 




OS' 




iWT^Wup-^-' 


' 6n progress wa3 reported at Slsdge HaS. I^xki rsspotKftig UNK aspect fired shots and d»n fi©d. 


1:06 p.m. 

“There are rules on alerts, we are 
aware of that.” 

-Kimberly Lessr 


3:12 p.m. 

Crime Log Op Report released. 

11:42 PM DEADLY CONDUCT 

Campus Police responded to Sledge regarding a disturbance, reported by hall 
staff, involving a TIC resident student and otter unidentified male subject. 
Investigation continues] 

3:36 p.m. 

Campus Police could not confirm 
whether a shooting took place. 

All questions directed to 
Kimberly Lessner, Executive 
Director of Marketing, Media and 
Communications. 


So they shooting at the dorms now ? 

12:02 AM ! 3 Sep 16 


Timeline of f 


11:42 p.m. 

Fight and shots fired on campus, 
involving TJC students. 


Running from gunshots at Tjc once again 

til 


Morning 

Police report released. 


5:33 p.m. 


“There were shots fired on campus 
on Monday and we have an open 
investigation.” 

-Kimberly Lessner via phone 


12:10 AM 13 §@p 1S from Tyler, TX 


Damn they shooting at people at TJC 

#TJC 17 #TJC 18 


Mike lowry 

fMarkelWhoPret 
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10:30 a.m. 

Tyler Police Crime Scene unit is on the 
scene collecting evidence. 

3:47 p.m. 

Press release sent to Media. 

TJC 

Press Statement 

September 14,2016 

TJC Campus Police are conducting an investigation regarding shots fired on 
campus Monday evening at 11:42 p.m. The incident involved unidentified male 
subjects coming to campus to confront a TJC student outside of a residence hall. 

TJC Campus Police responded immediately to the scene, secured the scene and 
also called Tyler Police to respond. The unidentified subjects fled the scene and 
TJC Campus Police made a determination that this was an incident isolated to a 
dispute initially involving a few individuals, male subjects and a female subject, 
and that the incident did not pose an immediate threat to students throughout 
the campus. There were no injuries. 

Safety is of paramount concern to TJC and the College has zero tolerance for any 
- behavior which violates school policies and criminal behavior. 

3 While it is still an ongoing investigation, TJC has taken immediate action to 

suspend students involved in the incident. Following further investigation, TJC will 
pursue all available actions including enforcement of any violations of school rules 
and policies as well as full prosecution of any criminal behavior. 

Lessner 



Tuesday - Sept. 20 

4:06 p.m. 

During Student Senate meeting, TJC student 
Sam Chapman makes a motion to address bad 
communication regarding campus shooting. 




Photos by Julia Contarelli 

BULLET HOLE IN AIR-CONDITIONER A bullet hole went through an air-conditioner on the right side of Sledge Hall. 
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Men’s soccer team stays steady at No. 1 in the NJCAA 

Apaches aware of national spotlight, have greater things in mind this season 


By Benjamin Savallo 

Sports Editor 

Tyler Junior College mens soccer team 
topped the rankings in the first NJCAA polls 
of September, but it’s just another statistic for 
this team. 

“To be honest, rankings isn’t even 
something we really talk about,” said Head 
Soccer Coach Steve Clements. “The only poll 
that will matter, will be the last one.” 

Coach Clements doesn’t care too much 
for rankings during the middle of the season. 
He believes the only poll that will matter, is 
the last one. 

The last poll will show the national 
champion as number one and the runner 
up as number two. TJC’s soccer team has 
experienced both of these positions in recent 
years. 

Last year, TJC finished runner up after 
a heart-breaking double overtime loss to 
Louisburg. But TJC has been able to maintain 
a spot in the top five of the polls since the 
2009 season. 

Since the 2009 season the Apaches have 
been national champions four different times 
and going back to back in the 2009 and 2010 
seasons. Accolades are nothing new to this 
team. But TJC definitely doesn’t take this 
honor for granted. 

“We try not to get caught up in that. It’s 
fun, it’s great and we’re honored that people 
respect us and would put us up there, but 
obviously we’ve got a lot of work to do,” said 
Clements. 

This honor that this team has achieved 
doesn’t just belong to anyone says number five. 

“Being number 1 in the country doesn’t 
come from nowhere, you got to work for 
that,” said sophomore center back Christoph 
Schneuwly. 

And this team has done nothing but win 
since kicking off the season. TJC started this 
season undefeated, standing 7-0 this season 
and 5-0 in conference play. 

Of course staying undefeated isn’t the 
main focus of this soccer team, but they do 
have goals set. Each of which are pointing 
towards the end of the season. 

“Obviously your goal is to win every 
game but that’s just another goal or stat that 


we don’t get wrapped up in,” said Clements 
about being undefeated. “Winning our 
conference games and putting ourselves in a 
position, playoff wise, to host at the end of the 
year-those are the things that are important.” 

Coach Clements has had his fair share 
of experience when it comes to playoff time, 
entering his 15th season as head soccer 
coach at Tyler Junior College. In 11 national 
tournament appearances, Clements took the 
team to the Championship match seven times 
and won four of them. 

Clements has also entered the final four 
in the national tournament nine different 
times. Coach Clements was also inducted 
into the Men’s Soccer Coaches Hall of Fame 
in 2009. after becoming the only coach to win 
a national championship with two different 
NJCAA Divison I programs. 

Many players pn the team would say 
it’s definitely an honor to play for a coach as 
decorated as Clements and team as prestige 
as TJC. 

“It makes me feel proud to play for a 
team like that. Not everybody can say they’re 
playing for the number one team in the 
country,” said Schneuwly. 

Coach Clements has made sure his 
athletes have bought into this winning 
program. Christoph Schneuwly, who hails 
from Schmitten, Switzerland, has put his faith 
into this system. 

“How we work here, how the program is 
focused on the team and on working, there’s 
no chance we could think we’re something 
better,” said Schneuwly. 

Every team needs leadership roles, 
and as leaders, those players need to show 
commitment to the system that a coach is 
trying to implement. Schneuwly is showing 
his commitment to Coach Clements system 
of focusing on working. 

“We got to keep working and stay on top, 
and if you don’t keep working then you won’t 
be number one,” said Schneuwly. 

And that’s where TJC plans to stay-on 
top. TJC started off the season as the number 
two team in the nation, as of Sept. 6, the 
NJCAA voted the Apaches as the number 
one team. 

TJC has since remained unbeaten and 
undisputed as top dog. With the latest poll 



Photo by Chesley Flores 

GOES FOR GOAL Sept. 16, 2016 freshman center midfielder, Leon Karman, 
weaves through Northeast Texas Community College defenders for another goal. 


out still having TJC as number one, the 
NJCAA listed San Jacinto-South as 
second. San Jacinto-South started the 
season unranked and jumped 32 spots after 
demonstrating their dominance on the field. 

San Jacinto-South is next up on the 
schedule for TJC to play their 31st match all- 
time against each other. TJC has won 21 of 
the 30 matches already played and won the 
last seven matches against SJS. 


With a team and coaching staff focused 
on working hard to improve their game and 
working hard together. This team has proven 
they will be hard to stop and isn’t worried 
about the target on their backs and every 
other team chomping at the bit for their 
chance to knock the king off the hill. They 
haven’t been soaking up the spotlight, they 
have a focus and a goal, and it will take a lot 
to distract this team’s mindset from that. 


ATH ENA’S 

GREEK AND AMERICAN RESTAURANT 

With a TJC ID, get a free soda or tea 
with a purchase of any meal 

VALID FROM SEPT. 20 - OCT. 20 
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Homecoming tradition broken, but for good reason 


Column 



Photo by Chesley Flores 


TJC PREPARES FOR BATTLE The Apaches take the field against Northeastern 
Oklahoma A&M Norsemen for homecoming on Sept. 17, 2016 


H Benjamin Savallo 

Sports Editor 


The drumbeat, its a tradition that has 
been at Tyler Junior College for several years. 
When TJC is brought up, the homecoming 
tradition of the beating of the drum isn’t far 
behind. 

Ever since 1948, the tradition of the 
drumbeat has never ceased, until one day 18 
years ago. Starting Monday of homecoming 
week, students and faculty would beat the 
drum 24 hours a day until kickoff of the 
homecoming football game. If the drumbeat 
is disrupted, it is believed that TJC will lose 
the football game. 

On that dreadful day back in 1998, the 
beat stopped, the day seemingly grew damp 
and dark. Although it is unclear the specific 
time or reason, it still stopped. 

TJC didn’t lose the game but it ended in 
a tie due to cancellation because of weather. 
It was as if the gods showed mercy and sent 
a warning by relenting and stopped the game 
before we could lose it. But they still showed 
their wrath in the form of hail, flash floods, 
thunder and lightning. 

Since then, the drum has been beaten all 


24 hours of every day of every homecoming 
week up until kickoff. That is, before several 
shots rang out Monday, September 12. The 
people beating the drum rushed inside, 
panicking about what they had heard. The 
shots came from a .40 caliber Smith 6c 
Wesson around Sledge Hall. Thus, disrupting 
the tradition of the drumbeat, but for a good 
reason I believe. 

To the native tribes of America, beating 
the drum is something more than sound and 
music. Many Native American tribes believed 
the drum contained thunder and lightning. 
And when beaten, it was a way to get the 
attention of the gods and to connect with the 
forefathers. 

Many tribes made sure the drum was 
always watched. Some assigned the oldest 
son of a selected family as the drum keeper 
who would watch over the sacred instrument 
because they believed it was alive. The skins 
of animals and trees that were used to make 
the drum lived within it. 

The drum was something that was 
believed to be the first instrument ever 
used by humans. The indigenous people of 
America would use it as they prepared for 
war. While praying to the gods and creators, 
the keeper would beat the drum so that it 
would resonate throughout the tribe. The 
same way the students of TJC keep the sound 
of the beating drum thundering throughout 
the campus. 

I’m sure there are some who think the 
people beating the drum should’ve been more 


poised to continue beating the drum, but put 
yourself in those shoes. It’s late at night, not 
much fight, and you hear gunshots, several 
ring out. I’m thinking fife or death when I 
hear gunshots where they shouldn’t be heard. 
I’m at least stopping to hear how close they 
are and then I’m running inside somewhere 
safe. 

As for the football game, the drum may 
have been disrupted, but the Apaches didn’t 


miss a beat. They came out swinging from 
kickoff and never let up. TJC blew out the 
Northeastern Oklahoma Norsemen 65-14 in 
tremendous fashion. 

I say it was a smart move to run inside. 
Yes, it’s tradition, but no tradition is of more 
worth than a human fife. So, a big thank you 
to all of the people involved in this tradition. 
Thank you to those who take the time out of 
their schedule to keep this tradition beating. 



Photo by Benjamin Savallo 

HOMECOMING CELEBRATION Apache players group together to pose for an early celebration picture late in the Sept. 17 homecoming game 
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TJC offers class for students with low grade averages 

Course helps students under academic suspension get on track 


Alexis Liang; 

Student Lliffe Editor 

What was once called CPSS until its 
name change in 2012, RISE is a slightly 
different version of the Learning Frameworks 
course. One of the main differences, according 
to Lead Academic Advisor of Nursing & 
Health Sciences Kathy Patterson, is that it 
is a developmental class, whereas Learning 
Frameworks is a (edit course 

“[RISE] has never been a credit class so 
the grade you make in it does not affect the 
student’s GPA, but it does count towards your 
semester Hraus$” said - atterson. 

The RISE course is targeted for students 
with low grade averages so they can get a 
better idea about time management, financial 
responsibilities, et 

“Financial aid is always a big issue 
with our students,” said Patterson. “A lot of 
students, they don’t really take it as seriously as 
I think they should and take advantage of the 
information that is provided to them... Our 
effort as a college is to help give that student 
the information they need to be successful.” 

Although students taking the RISE class 
aren’t required to see an advisor monthly, they 
may have a “block” on their account if they try 
to register for classes. 


“It isn’t necessarily a “hold”... If they don’t 
have any advising holds or financial holds, they 
can actually try to go in and register for classes 
but it isn’t going to let them progress because 
they have a “block” on their account,” said 
Patterson. “We are required to see students who 
are cn academic probation orsBaB^DBEmBaim.” 

According to TRiO Academic Retention 
Specialist and RISE professor Greg Parham’s 
syllabus, the course focuses on “critical thinking 
processes that promote positive self-awareness 
and personal achievement.” Although Parham 
likes to use different platforms to teach the 
students, none of the course is taken online. 

“I always try to do activities, you know, 
keep them interested,” Parham said. “What I 
don’t like is when they just sit there with a blank 
look on their faces.” 

The course is 16 weeks long and learning 
objectives vary from week to week. During the 
first week, Parham works with the students on 
the transition from high school to college. The 
students then move on to dealing with time 
management. 

“When we talk about time management, I 
put a number on the board and say, ‘Hey, I won 
$1,440 and I’m going to give it to you,’ and I’ll 
tell them they can spend it all in one day,” said 
Parham. “When they get done and they have 
‘bought’ their stuff, I erase the board and I say, 



Photo by Alexis Long 

THE JOURNEY TO SUCCESS Students in Professor Greg Parham's class. The 16-week 
class gives students the opportunity to to focus on “critical thinking processes that 
promote positive self-awareness and personal achievement.” 


‘1,440 is the number of minutes in the day, how 
did you spend your time?’They see how easy it 
is to spend the ‘money’.” 

The students also do assignments to help 
them with goals, listening, and note taking. 

“I ask the students, ‘How many of you took 
notes in high school?’ and most of time, half of 
the room or less will raise their hands,” said 
Parham. “Well, taking notes is a very important 
part of college so they find the best methods 
for them.” 

During week eight, the students take tests 
to see what type ostfltiarning style they are. 

“The test factors in because if they learn 
visually and they have an instructor who is an 
auditory learner, they have to understand that 
the instructor is going to teach them that way 
and they may have to switch modes in order to 
understand the lesson,” said Parham. 

The students also do a research paper, 
which, according to Parham, isn’t really a 


research project. 

“I always tell them to find something they 
are interested in,” said Parham. “For instance, 
there was a girl last semester who worked at 
Freebird’s and she had a really neat PowerPoint 
about what goes into preparing the burritos.” 

Parham added that the student’s manager 
allowed her to bring a tray full of food for the 
entire dass. 

Before Finals Week, stornfaDflaB do a c areer 
exploration section that allows them to research 
the careers they are interested in. 

“They look into the dress code, pay, benefits 
and the ability to move up,” said Parham. “It 
allows them to see if this is really want they 
want to do and do a report on it.” 

Enrollment in the course reflects TJC’s 
diversity. Rirham said that in the spring semester, 
he taught a 57-year-old student who worked at 
ETMC in the maintenance department and 
decided to come back to school. 



1. Lanyards must be worn around the neck 
while on campus, ami the ID card must be 
dearly visible at all times, unless it should be 
removed for safety reasons or an approved ADA 
variance. 

2. Any lanyard is acceptable, but it must be similar in design 
and worn in the same manner as the official college 
lanyard. The color of the lanyard is not critical. 

3. No one will be allowed into class without wearing 
his or her ID/lanyard. 

4. Students who do not have their ID/Lanyards may pick 
up a Day Pass at the Campus Safety Office, Campus 
Safety Substation located at the Rogers Student 

Center or from a TJC Ambassador. The first Day Pass each 
semester is free of charge. For all subsequent Day Passes 
a $5.00 cost recovery charge will be billed to the c At, 
student’s account. 

5. Employees may obtain a Day ID/Lanyard from their 
respective Dean’s or Director’s office. 
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TJC announces new ‘Promise’ program for 2020 

Scholarship will aim to help future college students 


Rebecca Najera 

Arts Editor 

Along with celebrating its 
90th anniversary, TJC announced 
the TJC Promise scholarship on 
Sept. 16. This scholarship will 
benefit high school students 
within the college's taxing district. 

“It is going to change 
our community and make our 
communities better,” said alumni 
and superintendent of Lindale, 
Stan Surratt. 

For the last three years, TJC 
has had a promise program set up 
with Rusk ISD. However, starting 
with the class of 2020, students 
within the schools taxing district 
will have the chance to have their 
two years of tuition and fees paid. 


TJC officials hope to raise 
$20 million by 2020 for first group 
of students. 

“Tyler Junior College is laying 
an amazing foundation for men 
and women to pursue a college 
education,” said TJC alumni and 
Winona Superintendent Cody 
Mize. 

This promise gives students 
the opportunity to receive a higher 
education they might not have 
received otherwise. 

“In our school district, we 
have almost 70% of our kids 
that are labeled economically 
disadvantaged. And the TJC/ 
Winona Promise is going to give 
many of those kids an opportunity 
to achieve a college education. 
That was just a fantasy prior to 


this event.” 

By launching this scholarship, 
school officials are hoping to break 
the cycle of poverty. 

“Student debt is grasping this 
country; it's killing us,” said Marty 
Crawford, superintendent for 
Tyler ISD. 

Crawford has a daughter that 
has earned her associates degree 
at TJC and is enrolled in the RN 
program right now. Once she 
finishes here, she'll be able to to 
transfer to her university debt free. 

“Every kid deserves that 
opportunity, not just those of 
the middle class,” said Crawford. 
High school students will be able 
to attend information meetings 
and will be allowed to bring 
parents. 



Photo by Rebecca Najera 


THE START OF SOMETHING NEW President, Dr. Mike Metke announces 

new ‘Promise' scholarship for future TJC students. The scholarship will 
cover two years of tuition and fees. 


CESSE and TJC professor host multiple star parties’for students 


Alexis Long 

Student Life Editor 

TJC Physics professor Doug Parsons 
spends his time teaching students about 
the solar system. Every semester, Parsons 
invites students to the TJC science center 
for “star parties”. 

“The purpose of the star parties 
generally is to just give everybody in 
town the opportunity to look at a part 
of our world that we don't see often and 
take for granted,” said Parsons. “Many 
times, we live in cities where we can't 
really see anything in the sky.” 

With weather permitting it, Parsons 
will have telescopes set up outside for 
close-up viewing. 

“We set up some smaller telescopes 
that are four inches in diameter and we've 
got all the way up to a really large, 21- 
inch diameter telescope that you actually 
have to climb a ladder to look through.” 

The event is held in partnership 


with the Astronomical Society of East 
Texas and the TJC Society of Physics 
Students/American Society of Heating, 
Refrigeration and Air-Conditioning 
Engineers. 


“The purpose of the star 
parties generally is to just 
give everybody in town the 
opportunity to look at a part 
of our world that we don’t see 
often and take for granted. 
Many times, we live in cities 
where we can’t really see 
anything in the sky.” where 
we can 

-Doug Parsons 
TJC Physics Professor 


— see STARS page 18 — 



Courtesy Photo 


LOOKING AT THE STARS TJC students as well as the public in general will have the opportunity 
to see a part of the sky they may not get to see, with Physics professor Doug Parsons and the 
Astronomical Society of East Texas at the Center for Earth & Space Science Education. 
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Over-the-counter drugs can be as dangerous as illicit ones 


Easy access to drugstore medication can make them seem harmless 


Barbara Arroio 

Web Editor 




“All drugs are toxic when you take 
too much of it,” said Dr. Stephanie 
Eijsink, Campus Clinic Doctor. “They 
should never be taken in dosages other 
than what’s on the bottle, thats the 
bottom line.” 

Over-the-counter drugs are very 
convenient when having a headache 
or any kind of discomfort. But those 
can often be dangerous when used in 
the wrong way. The easy accessibility 
people have to those drugs can make 
them seem harmless, but they’re not. 

Non-prescription drugs can 
bring as many negative effects to the 
human body when taken in excessive 
amounts as prescribed drugs, alcohol 
and even illicit drugs, but what can be 
even more dangerous is to combine 
common over-the-counter drugs with 
one of those substances. 

“Mixing over-the-counter drugs 
like painkillers with alcohol can 
be deadly; it’s very risky.” said Dr. 
Eijsink. “Alcohol is a depressant, so 
any medicine that you take that is 
a depressant as well depresses your 
system for some reason. Let’s say you 
got some tylenol number three when 
you sprained your ankle and you 
think well I can take that just for my 
ankle and I’ll go out and have a good 
time at that party.’ It suppresses and 
depresses your nervous system and 
your respiratory system and you could 
just stop breathing.” 

Medications containing active 
principles such as Ibuprofen or 
Acetaminophen, which are easily 
found in drugstores are dangerous 
to everyone, especially for casual 
alcohol consumers and illicit drug 
users considering that the use of all of 
those substances is linked to liver and 
kidney diseases. 

College students who often drink 
alcohol put themselves at risk when 
mixing it with medicine. Although 
some students are unaware of the 


fact that those drugs can make you 
overdose and develop diseases. Others 
are aware of it, but still do it. 

“I didn’t know that it could make 
you possibly overdose. I’ve done it 
before, but not intentionally, I just 
wasn’t thinking of it,” said Kameryn 
Jones, TJC student. “When I was 
at the party after taking medicine I 
thought that I shouldn’t drink because 
of that, but I drank it anyways.” 

According to Dr. Eijsink, when 
prescribing medicine to students, the 
doctors at the clinic are very careful. 

“The dosages we usually prescribe 
medicine to students don’t even get 
close to the lethal doses,” said Dr. 
Eijsink, “Those medicines are tested 
so unless someone has severe kidney 
disease, or severe liver disease, which 
are the two areas that most medicines 
are broken down, is very unlikely that 
the normal dosages would cause any 
kind of toxicity.” 

When taking non-prescribed 
drugs, Dr. Eijsink recommends the 
students to inform themselves about 
what they’re taking. 

“They should always read what’s 
on the bottle,” said Dr, Eijsink, “The 
reason the guidelines are on the 
medication is to prevent any kind of 
toxicity, to prevent damage. Medicine 
is not candy.” 


“They should wlways 
read what’s on the bottle. 
The reason the guidelines 
are on the medication 
is to prevent any kind 
of toxicity, to prevent 
damage. Medicine is not 
candy.” 


-Dr. Sterphanie Eijsink 
Campus Clinic Doctor. 
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OVER-THE-COUNTER DRUGS Pills being held by hands of a student and spread on the table. 


ToastMasters group on West campus 


Marshall Cearfoss 

Managing Editor 

On a wall in TJC’s West Campus, a banner rests, 
hardly large enough to showcase the many ToastMasters 
award ribbons it boasts. 

For the past several years, Tyler Evening 
ToastMasters, a local chapter of ToastMasters 
International, has provided a safe, welcoming 
environment for people interested in gaining public 
speaking skills. 

“Just being at ToastMasters has helped me to, 
you know, use different techniques,” said Calvin Sims, 
president of Tyler Evening ToastMasters. “Breathing, 
just relaxing, and taking my time with a speech, and 
overcome my anxieties.” 

Sims has been a member of Tyler Evening for four 
years, although he was absent for some time when he 
battled colon cancer, which he won after six months. 
After returning in February of this year, Sims was 
elected president of the group. 

“I’ve been in sales for a long time. It’s pretty easy 
to speak to people one-on-one, but I always had a lot 


of fears of when I’d be called upon to get in front of a 
group of people and do a presentation,” said Sims. “A 
lot of nervousness, apprehension, that type of thing.” 

ToastMasters International is a non-profit 
organization with one goal in mind: effective 
communication. 

“Leadership, and life, is all about communication, 
really. If you can communicate effectively, you’re gonna 
be able to do your job a lot better,” said Sims. 

Sheikh Cham, a member for five months, has 
used his knowledge from ToastMasters to improve 
communication in his own local organization. 

“I see how they do things there, then try to bring 
that to my organization, Tyler Gambian Alliance,” said 
Cham. 

Originally from Gambia, Cham has been in 
the United States for what will be seven years this 
December. He is the treasurer of Tyler Gambian 
Alliance, and is a former student from TJC. 

“ToastMasters is just a very good experience for 
me,” said Cham. “It’s not just you trying to do things 

— see TOAST page 19 — 
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Campus police trained to help students in dangerous situations 

In times of crisis, TJC prepares faculty, ambassadors and officers to respond 


Caleb McFarland 

Staff Writer 

Although college campuses have police, 
in 2015 there were still 23 campus shootings 
in which 17 people were killed and 23 
injured, according to Time magazine. 

TJC has ambassadors on campus to help 
prevent unauthorized people from entering 
Despite being unarmed and not having the 
training of the campus police, the campus 
ambassadors still provide protection. They 
are constantly watching the campus and 
checking for IDs. 

“I don’t know how the lanyard police 
are supposed to protect us when they don’t 
even have a gun,” said TJC student Raul 
Hernandez. 

The police officers do much more around 
campus than the average student sees. They 
are trained for situations including what to 
do if a shooter came to campus. 

Some campus officers were trained by 


“I don’t know how the lanyard 
police are supposed to protect 
us when they don’t even have 
a gun.” 

-Raul Hernandez 

TJC Student 


the FBI on how to handle a shooter. Many of 
them have previously worked for other police 
departments before working at TJC. 

If a shooter were to come onto campus, 
the first thing that the police would do is 
alert the students and workers. 

The campus police use multiple ways to 
communicate this including sirens, putting 
an alert banner across the TJC website, and 
sending calls out to the professors telephones. 


“Crisis communication is 
extremely important,” 


-Randy Melton 

Police Department Chief 


“Crisis communication is extremely 
important,” said Chief Randy Melton. 

The immediate notification system is 
also used to send emails and text messages to 
anyone signed up to receive them. 

TJC police officers alert the Tyler police 
department and also the FBI, which has 
offices in Tyler. 

The professors at TJC are also prepared 
for shooters. Professors receive training every 
two years. They watch a video on active 
shooter scenarios to learn what to do in the 
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case of a shooter. 

Crisis management plans are on the 
walls throughout the campus. The crisis 
management plan states “when an armed 


“The teachers haven’t really 
gone over what would happen 
in an emergency, and I don’t 
pay enough attention to notice 
the crisis management plans.” 

-Danielle Goodson 

TJC Student 


intruder enters the campus to move into a safe 
area and contact the campus police.” 

After you have contacted the authorities, 
the crisis management plan prioritizes finding 
a way to get off the school property. And if 
you are unable to escape, then hiding out is 
the second best option. 

The plan advises people to hide behind 
locked doors and that once locked in a room 
to silence any noise. 

As a last resort, the crisis management 
plan states, “take action and be aggressive as 
possible to the shooter.” Yelling and throwing 
items such as books at the shooter is effective. 

“The teachers haven’t really gone over 
what would happen in an emergency, and I 
don’t pay enough attention to notice the crisis 
management plans,” said student Danielle 
Goodson. 
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